
This year’s Kevin’s Song Conference on Suicide: Building Bridges to a 
Better Tomorrow will offer the first Professional Trainee and Student 
Symposium on Suicide – an intense half-day course on suicide risk 
factors, prevention and treatment.  Professional trainees and students 
will be provided with basic but crucial information in regards to 
identifying and working with people at risk for suicide, in line with 
healthcare regulatory standards, such as The Joint Commission’s 
National Patient Safety Goal for Suicide Prevention.

While this half day program is important for trainees and students entering into professional health fields, licensed professionals 
who are either working active clinicians, researchers or those working in an educational environment may also attend.  The fee for 

professionals who register for this half-day symposium is $50 and continuing education credits will be available.

This Symposium on Suicide is FREE for persons enrolled 
in any of these programs in the State of Michigan:

•  Primary Care, Pediatric, Family Practice, 
Internal Medicine,Psychiatry or Emergency Medicine 
Residency Programs

•  Undergraduate or Graduate Social Work, 
Psychology or Professional Counseling Programs

PROGRAM SCHEDULE:

Register Now at:  www.KevinsSong.org

Professional Trainee and Student
Symposium on SuicideSymposium on Suicide

8:15-9:00am
Why People Die by Suicide Thomas Joiner, PhD Robert O. 
Lawton Distinguished Professor of Psychology, Director, Florida 
State University Psychology Clinic, Researcher and Author

9:00-9:15am BREAK

9:15-9:30am
Welcome & Instructions Jennifer Peltzer Jones, PsyD, RN,  
Assistant Medical Director of Emergency Behavioral Health Services 
at Henry Ford Health System

9:30-10:30am

Best Practices for Evaluation and Treatment of Patients 
in Crisis Scott Zeller, MD, Creator of the EmPATH Unit concept 
(Emergency Psychiatry Assessment, Treatment and Healing Unit) 
and as the Co-Inventor of On-Demand Emergency Telepsychiatry

10:30-11:15am

Zero Suicide – A Challenge and Practical Framework for 
System-Wide Transformation Toward Safer Suicide Care  
Catherine Frank, MD Henry Ford Health, Chair Department of 
Psychiatry and Behavioral Health

11:15am-Noon

Medical Management of Depression and Bipolar and 
Other Treatment Options Sagar Parikh, MD, John F. Greden 
Professor of Depression and Clinical Neuroscience, University of 
Michigan, Professor of Psychiatry, Professor of Health Management 
and Policy, School of Public Health

Noon-12:15pm LUNCH (Box lunches distributed)

12:15-1:00pm
The Importance of Self Care for Mental Health 
Professionals Travis Atkinson  Director of Clinical & Crisis 
Consultation at TBD Solutions LLC, singer and songwriter

Date:  Thursday, January 26, 2023  

Time:  8:00am – 1:00pm 
Continental Breakfast and Box Lunch Provided

Cost:  FREE!  
Place:  Saint John’s Resort, Plymouth, Michigan


