
January 23-25, 2020

Kevin’s Song Vision:   A WORLD WITHOUT SUICIDE

Kevin’s Song will host its fourth annual conference on 
suicide, at the Inn at St. Johns in Plymouth, Michigan 
The conference, titled A Conference on Suicide: 
Advocacy in ACTION, will tackle this difficult issue 
from a variety of angles, discussing suicide as a 
complex and undiscriminating phenomenon that must 
be addressed by a unified and collaborative coalition 
of community resources.

Kevin’s Song has designed the Thursday and Friday, 
2 Day conference to challenge communities to work 
together to advocate for better education and support 
for suicide prevention. Day 3 of the Conference on 
Saturday focuses on Survivors of Suicide including 
workshops and facilitated survivor support sessions.

Continuing education credits will be available.

Conference and School Summit Keynotes
John Della Volpe, Director of Polling, Institute of Politics, 
Harvard University Kennedy School; Founder and Chief 
Executive Officer, SocialSphere, Cambridge; Recipient, 
Eisenhower Fellowship; Frequent appearances and citations 
in the media including: The Daily Show with Trevor 
Noah and Morning Joe.   His presentation will address the 
mental health risks and challenges of treating young adults 

by understanding the impact that current events and technology have on 
millennial and post-millennial generations.

Thomas Joiner, academic psychologist and leading expert on 
suicide. He is the Robert O. Lawton Professor of Psychology 
at Florida State University, where he operates his Laboratory 
for the Study of the Psychology and Neurobiology of Mood 
Disorders, Suicide, and Related Conditions. He is the author 
of Why People Die by Suicide (Harvard University Press 2005) 
and Myths about Suicide (Harvard University Press 2010), and 

the current Editor-in-Chief of Suicide and Life Threatening Behavior.

Conference Closing Keynote
Bart Andrews, Vice President - Telehealth and Home and 
Community Services at BHR in St. Louis, Missouri.  As a 
leading advocate for suicide prevention, Bart works to 
prevent suicide and improve care for those fighting illnesses 
like depression, anxiety, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder 
and substance use disorders. In his closing remarks at the 
conclusion of the two day conference, he will challenge 

attendees to change the culture and language of mental health and suicide 
prevention to be positive, strong and empowering in order to become change 
facilitators.

Saturday Conference Keynote
Jenny Landon, Founder of Growing Out of Darkness 
(“GOOD”).  GOOD’s mission is to end suicide and the stigma 
around it while fostering authentic healing.  Jenny is also 
an accomplished public speaker and suicide prevention 
advocate.  In her book Growing through Grief, Jenny 
provides a guide to healthy healing after losing a loved one 

to suicide.  Jenny’s keynote presentation on Saturday will provide loss and 
attempt survivors a message and roadmap of hope.

Special Keynote Speaker
U.S. Congresswoman Debbie Dingell

Congresswoman Debbie Dingell 
represents Michigan’s 12th District in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
where she has made it a priority to 
be a voice for the Midwest on issues 
that matter most to working families.

A distinguished champion for mental 
health advocacy, the Congresswoman will address 
the conference on Friday with a focus on community, 
business and governmental support for improved 
access to mental health care and for suicide 
prevention education and training.
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On Thursday, January 23, 2020, as part of the Kevin’s Song 
Conference on Suicide, the Kevin’s Song Education Task Force will 
host a School Summit that will bring together public, independent, 
parochial and charter schools to share best practices in suicide 
awareness and prevention, and learn about creative, innovative 
programs that are bringing mental health and suicide awareness to 
students and parents throughout Michigan.

Teachers, school social workers, counselors, administrators, school 
board members, and parents are encouraged to attend.


